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with satisfaction. Among the results which may be expected from the 
study we may look for a more considerate patience in dealing with the 
peculiar modes of thought and feeling which normally characterize 
persons of different temperaments at different periods of development, 
a refusal to force the process to the point of producing deformity and 
disgust, and at the same time a wise anticipation of the stages of 
growth, and a sagacious and timely assistance to adolescents in their 
perilous and distressing passage from one stage to the next. 

C. R. Henderson. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Teachings of the Books; or, The Literary Structure and 

Spiritual Interpretation of the Books of the New Testament. 

By Professor Herbert L. Willett, Ph.D., and Rev. 

James M. Campbell, D.D. Chicago : F. H. Revell Co., 

1899. Pp. 337- *i-5°- 
The books of the New Testament are taken up one by one in the 
order of their occurrence in the English Bible. The historical setting 
of each book is described in several pages by Dr. Willett, and the 
" Spiritual Teachings " are then set forth at some length by Dr. Camp- 
bell. The presentation of the historical setting is made from the stand- 
point of modern constructive criticism. The authors have designed the 
book especially for the use of advanced Bible classes, and have, therefore, 
apparently thought it best to present chiefly the results of critical study 
rather than the critical discussions by which these conclusions have 
been reached. This part of the work is very well done, and a surpris- 
ing amount of information has been packed into sentences that are, 
nevertheless, readable and graphic. The present reviewer queries 
whether something more of critical discussion itself, in popular form, 
might not have been introduced. The question of the date of the 
book of Acts might have been considered, and some other theories 
regarding the purpose that determined Luke's selection of material 
might have been mentioned besides the one adopted by Dr. Willett, 
namely, that it was written chiefly to exploit the achievements of Paul. 
The situation behind the first letter to the Thessalonians would have 
been more vividly presented had some reference been made to the 
slanders that were being circulated in Thessalonica regarding Paul, the 
reply to which constitutes so important and strenuous a part of the 
letter. The letter to the Galatians and a part of that to the Philippians 
would have been made more intelligible if some adequate picture of 
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the "Judaizing teachers" had been drawn. Their arguments are said 
to have been "plausible," but no such statement of them is given as 
accounts for the effect they produced in the Pauline churches. The 
complicated situation that called out the second letter to the Corin- 
thians is dealt with in less than a page and a half. 

The "Spiritual Teachings" are, in the main, the product of a 
natural exegesis, and do not consist in "drawing lessons." It is no 
slight task to work one's way down into the heart of even a single 
epistle so as to look out upon its environment through the eyes and 
with the heart of its author, and it is scarcely reasonable to expect one 
man to do this with equal success in the case of all the books of the 
New Testament. Where so many exegetical points are involved there 
is, of course, abundant opportunity for differences of opinion. In some 
cases — not in many — the principle of historical exegesis seems not to 
have been thoroughly applied. One questions, for instance, whether, 
when Mark spoke of the "beginning of the gospel of Christ" (1 : 1), 
he meant to imply that " what he recorded was only the initial point 
in an endless development." 

The book will surely realize the purpose of its authors, and stimulate 
a devout, scholarly study of the New Testament among members of 
advanced Bible classes and in still wider circles. Moreover, it will 
contribute to the creation of a demand among Sunday-school teachers 
for literature discussing in popular form, but with critical thorough- 
ness, the books of the Bible. 

Edward I. Bosworth. 

Oberlin Theological Seminary, 
Oberlin, O. 



A Problem in New Testament Criticism. The Stone Lectures for 
1 897-1 898. By Melancthon Williams Jacobus, D.D., 
Professor of New Testament Exegesis in the Hartford 
Theological Seminary. New York : Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1900. Pp. 285. $1.50. 

The question with which, centrally, these lectures deal is whether the 
influence of environment upon the apostles was such as to render their 
teaching contradictory to that of Jesus and non-authoritative for Chris- 
tianity. Its thesis is that, while there is undoubtedly an effect of 
environment on the mind of the apostle Paul — the book deals chiefly 
with him — and a consequent development, not only in expression, but 
in perception of truth, yet, in accordance with the plan of Jesus, it 



